KENT MAN STARTS ANEW

Diano Smuih/Record-Courior
Dale Adams nhowa oﬂ' a car h# restared for n fricnd In Kenw AdlITIE who uaed o reatoro
sulomoblios as a busineas, wis sued by a cllant for problems with a car. Adams counter-
sued and wun 52.5 mlllon for dafarmallon and $400,000 (or businosa Interorence.

'Restoring a life

$2.9 II]J]]JOII won’t undo damage
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Dale Adams rcston:d an his-
toric-building in Kenl so he
could do what he loves most —
restore vintage aulorobiles,

But for the past four years:
since closing the restoration
end ol his busiacss after the
fallout of a sour relalionship
with a cliénl, the enly vehicles
Adams has been restoring are
those of his [neods. And de:
spife a court ruling awarding

" him 52.9 million for defama-

lion and business inlerference,:

_ he's ool sue if he canrever pet

bagk inwo his chosen field

“It 1ook me 20 years 10 hmId
this cresw to where it was,” e
said. *1'm only onc person. and
these jobs arc huge. T had w
trin a wholc crew myscll, und
il 100k ma 20 years. [t's nol s
casy to hang out Lhe shingie
again”

Adams  won o Jowswl
against B. Scout lsquick of
Pepper Pike, who had [filed,,
theo dropped, a suit blamiog
Adams [or alleged problems
with a car Adams and bis stalf
spenl months cssentially re-
boilding from scralch

Adams then countersued in
Sumaut  Counly Cammon
Pleas Court. claiming Isguick

tionshipg with his ¢lients and.

forced him to get out of the au-
tomaobile restormlion business

» he had been in for half his life,

A jury awarded Adams 52.5
million jor defamation and
S400,004 far business interfer-

‘ence.

lsquick. whe could not be
reached for commenl, 1old the
Akron Beacon Journal chat he
Planned 1o uppeal e ruling.

Isquick hired Adams (o re-
stofe 1w 1911 Mercedes, cars
thal were pricey even in Lhe era
they were first built. One such
car grigipally would have sold
for 518,000, the same price as

" See Cars, paga A12

again.

eld lies thar damaged his rela-
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four loxory homes in Shoker
Heights in Lhat era,

The [irsl car had been de-
stroyed in a fire and was rebuilt
by Adams in 1989. The second,
the subject of the evenmal com-
pluints, had only its wheels,
chassis and part of the epgine
when it made its way to Adams'
shop in 1992,

“They were both very, very dif-
frull projects,” Adams satd “1'm
ane of the only restorers in the
country who could have done i”

Sioce Lhe car had no body,
Isquick nsked Adams (o fabricate
o handmade wooden coach body
like the French carriage maker,
Henr Labourdelie, might have
made in 1911. Adams bought 4
rare book about Labourdette and
had it iranslaled from French to
aidin the Lask.

The restoration of the car re-
quired more than 13,000 man
hours, which would have been a
& 142 year loog job had il been
done in repular work days. But
because Isquick wanied to show
Lhe car in upcoming car shows,
along wilh the other M

Adams had restored and a third
one testored al another shop, the
job was done In 20 mooths, with
employess working up o 45
hours of overtime o week in the
Inst two mooths.

“We were killing ourselves
on Lhis, jusl to make this man
happy.’ he said.

The caars were entered in sever-
al car shows and woo acclaim
around the world, including a fimt
class award at Meadowbrook, a
second ploce award at Pebble
Beach and Best Professional
Restordion of the Year at the Her-
shey Meel, where e car comped-
ed against 1,900 other cars.

Bul dl:spir.c the awards,
Isquick wasn’t happy. He began
to complain about a variely of
thiogs, Adams said, includi

“Eventuslly, I began to belieye
that Isquick was poisoning my
other customers by complmmng
1o them about me.

Adams sald ather customers
were pulling their cars out of the
shop, and be gave away [ens of
thousands in fret repair work 1o
make the customers happy.

“In this business, my clicnls
are very weallhy,” Adams said.
“Yery wealthy. people don't
know who 1o Lrust because
everybody is Lrying to get some-
thing from them. I had been
working for 20 years 1o boild
thal trust. He desuoyed the trust
relationship between me and my
cliznts.”

Adams said he [finally had
encugh and told [squick to find
anether bile restarer,

the heaviness of the from senl
the amount of air in Lhe Lires and
Lhe style ol the front suspension
bolis. Some of Lhe alleged prob-
lems were inherent Lo the natue
of the car, Adams said.

The 3500,000 repair bill was
another source of complaints.

“Isquick is a collecior wha is
acver sarisfied and bas o hislory
of dispures wilh those who work
on his vehicles,” stated an affi-
davil filed by Adams in Summit
Connty  Municipal Court.

Ehonly thereafier, the affi-
davil stales, two other men also
bepon (o issue complaiols simi-
lar 1o Isguick’s, and Adams
began to sospect Isquick had
been talking o them. Adams
then hired a privaies iovestigalor,
who pozed as a car colleclor in
search of o ceslorer, and asked
Isquick for advice in (inding a
repulable shop.

The affidavit said Isquick 1old
the privale investgator Adims
was “crozy,” inflaled ihe price of

o part pur:hased for his car, and
clnimed Adams had lost pans lo
the car. In the affidavit, Adams
saii thal sialerment is particularly
damnging because most parts o
colleclor vehicles canmot be
bought mnd most be manulac-
nwred from scratch if they are losl.

In 1997, Adams fnally closed
the resioration end of his busi-
ness, and wrned his onention Lo
other divisions of his company.
Dale Adams Enlerprises nlso
manufacunes pars used in steer-
ing systems and makes a mechan-
ic’s creepey Enown as Lhe “bone"

Melinda Smith, an altomey
with the Akron law [inmo Scan-
loo and Gemringer, assisted in
hondling the Adams case. She
said Isquick damaged Adams’
repulation by lelling lies Lo
“faceless crowds al car shows,”
where Adams clisols came
from. The suil also alleged that
Lsquick interfered wilh business
relotionships Adams had with
other clienis.

"I think the jury senl a mes-
sage,” she said, “Otbviously,
they had a difftcult ime placing
a prce on a man's repulation.”

E-mall:dsmith@ mcendpub.net
Phons: (330) 67.3-3491
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