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Classic=¢ car feud steers jury to $2.9M award:

AN OHIO JUEY hmn S

awarded $2.9 million to

an artisan who aileged -

that uatruths spoken by

a disgruntled client '

ruined his business. .
“When somebody says .

. things that undermines .
your ability to earma: --'; -
living, the:jury ..
understands that,” é'.a.id
‘plaintiff's counsel-Joh, -
HIll of Akron, Ohio's C_-._,_; :
Scanlon & Gearingers

At the-center of the
case is the chassls. and
engine of 8" 1911.~
Mercedes that Dale
Adams, an suto .7 .
restoraﬁoﬁ&pecialist
rebuilt intotan awards ~ "

.-winning car:for B; Scbtt'-‘

the suit. Mr. Adams

brought
. counterclaims for
defaraation and
business interfer-
ence. Isquick v.
Adams, No. CY 97 08
i 4858, (Com. Pleas,

A Summit Co., Oh.)
- “QOhio courts "
racognize slander per

< se, which includes
statements that
undermine a person’s
business reputation,”
said Mr. Hill. "There

. are only a tiny

B number of people
g § who can afford the

Rl Liobby of restoring
antique cars. so-
reputation is

]
=
]
a
)

Isquick, a wealthy °:° ﬂlaﬁ!clnuh Dale Adams. an auto restoration specialis everything.*
pecialist, restared :
collector of antique;:. ... g s.cocusqu:ck s 1911 Mercedes at a cost of $500.000. - The jury recently
automobiles, . .- _ awarded Mr. Adams
The restoration was - W $2.5 million for

bapgun in' 1992. Twenty, m&nlhs a.nd-$500 000 later, with a.

raahogany body and hittng speeds of 90 mph, the auto

hecame, In the words of one witness, “one of the hest-

known cars in the world.™ - - N .
Mr. Isquick, however; had numerous complmnts even

while he was.garnering:plaudits from collectors in the U.S.

~‘and Elrope. He ultimately brought & smt against Mr.
Adarms, alleging negligence.

Mr, Adams retained a private investigator who-—pusmg
as a wealthy collector seeking references for Mr. Adams—
met with Mr. Isquick and was allegedly told that Mr.
Adams gvercharged and "“is a little crazy.” according to

defnmation and 5400 000 for business Intexforonce.’

" Mr. Isquick’s attorney; Panl M. Kaufinan.of the Law

Oﬂices of Panl M. Kaufman of Cleveland, Ohio declined to
coriment. Mr. Hill said.jurors appear to be increasingly

" sympathetic to plaintiffs in: .employment cases, but less so
to pain and suffering in personal injury cases. ...

- “I am not trying to-Tead this case into a trend but wat =

talk about this a lot at our meetings,” he said. “The.
routine wrongful-termination case has good prospects for
recovery, while in the routine personal injury case you !
have your med.ical expenses paid, but often that'sit.":. -
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